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INDIAN MISSION WORK IN BRITISH COLUMBIA. . © 
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BY J. E. M’ MILLAN. 
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THE consistency and religious zeal of the converted Indians 
are as remarkable as praiseworthy. It is customary in the spring — yj 
of the year for a number of the Fort Simpson Indians to go to 
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During the spring of 1876 several Tshimpsean Indians engaged 
to pack a quantity of goods for a company of miners, and worked (| — | 
faithfully day after day until Saturday evening came, when tents | ~ 
were pitched. Sunday morning the miners prepared to proceed ™ 
on their journey, but were quietly informed by their native Z. 
packers that they could not do so, it being the Sabbath day, on 
which they would do no work. The miners stormed and swore 
and threatened what they would do if the Indians did not pro- 
ceed, but all to no purpose; they would not move, so the miners 
had to yield to circumstances they could not control, and keep 
the Sabbath day. The reading of the Bible and singing hymns 
occupied the time during the day, and on Monday morning they # 
proceeded on their journey, all the better for having enjoyed a z 
day of rest. Ve 
Fort Wrangel is the chief stopping-place for miners and traders / 
going to and returning from the Cassiar mines. Besides a mili- 


the mines at Cassiar, finding employment on the way as packers. IZ | 


a ee 


tary and an Indian camp, there are a larger number of miners 

and traders who make that their place of rendezvous and residence. »4~ 
i A more ungodly place could scarcely be found on the face of the 
earth. The population was almost wholly given over to drunk- { 
enness, gambling, and debauchery of the worst kind, and there 
were none te reprove their wickedness until the spring of 1876, g 
when several Fort Simpson Indians arrived there en route for the 
mines. As the river was not free of ice, the town was full of iz 
people awaiting the opening of navigation, our Indian friends 
among the rest. In the face of the most adverse circumstances 
w —mocked and jeered at by many of the “superior” white race— 
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" were seuu oreo to preach the Gospel to the | 
4 unreached tribes. The Sacred Scriptures were 
placed in the hands of red men, and they were 
| taught to read their blessed truths. Within 
i the last year 2480 copies were issued by the 
| American Bible Society for circulation among rs 
| the Indians in various parts of the connie Me if 
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Brainerd, “the 


Apostle to the In- ae at the westerly verge of the \ 
dians,” so long minion, close by the mighty) | 
lived and laboured. ae ee Ofte Pacific, was planting | 
“Shaking off all | ae eae se, and, in an Indian 
links, and films, ree He die ing of Him, whose 
and trappings of ingdom : 
the world ;” with me Se cio eons te ie 

zeal for the honour Till suns shall rise and set no more,” ! 
of God as a con- | 
suming fire, and . 


an insatiable long- 


ing for souls, he | Voie 
went among the 


i 
tiny fox Messin | 
Indians saying, “I | . 

imi | Chey doy lol eve: 
Y , nothi t 4 U ’ 
[ etic earth: aly 7, (hdidwWntary Ctfire ! Milne 


may I promote the | — 


knowledge of my UV, UY / 

God ; ~ farewell |° er /rafilr ages beenu CHicey 

| earthly comforts, | Us ee 
and aends the Meee Llicd Litre Sloe. ed Lhe” 
dearest, if only the Aue : , 
Kingdom of Christ ; amet, Geek Ma Pttare A One be : 
may be advanced.” Lic Lliripl sect PULGHY) fea y, 

He was not | f1rd0r oot dees fa ille - 


alone, for, from the 9 Y Yle- 
surrounding hunt- Cath oa binw Yy Greer Ae 
ing-crounds, and ! (} \ —— 

ine eroun ean off Wit_rce Yor Le AW, ee ye neunihe 


wilderness, _In- ha Oeinl A bry Were 5, Pa, 


dians of various 


tribes heard of the Gut a Stet Yprentllee, a 

man who loved tclolg pa aehous ¢ ¥- cleric 

them, and came : me vin SE 
luvoies, Ag Cerirel trtteE Lerrcfaceberes 


long distances to 


visit him in his ho ure PSS ss Lie. Gvrree Y, Le 
log hut, Korbel Morr rs 4, thes 

Each convert in : seen st = i Si 
his turn became a Eejv2 hover Loaliiert a Leaf wr 
messenger of! 4) yyy, efielo Art ne Foavesr 


mercy, and many . ey ae 
pleaded that he y Qedlutls PrLru Gihota YP eoust | 
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man’sdeepestneed. | Sze, : Z fe 
Soule wore saved.| 4 ee a Clee Lach Liave Obte 
Cannibalism and Fa 0 GU4ehkrtat Chay 
cruel savagery 
gave way before ; I 
the doctrine of the | 
| haus Christian Churches were f@fmed, and | 
preachers from among the Indians themselves 
were sent forth to preach the Gospel to the | 
unreached tribes. The Sacred Scriptures were 
placed in the hands of red men, and they were | 
taught to read their blessed truths. Within 
the last year 2480 copies were issued by the 
| American Bible Society for circulation among 
__the Indians in various parts of the country ; 
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BrRIG.-GEN. O. O. HowarRpD: 

Str,— At your request I have plea- 
sure in detailing the recent flattering 
interest in educational affairs mani- 
fested by the Stickeen Indians of 
Alaska, which, with the encourage- 


_ ment of citizens and others, it is 


hoped may result in the establish- 
ment of a permanent school and 
Mission for that people in the 
vicinity of Fort Wrangel. 

You are fully aware of the whole- 
some progress in Indian civilization 


_wrought at Fort Simpson, British 
_ Columbia, under the direction of 


Rev. Thos. Crosby, of the Canadian 


_ Methodist Church, as well as by the 
_ adjoining Church of England Mis-| 
Fort Simp-| — 


sion at Metlah Catlah. 
son is distant from Fort Wrangel a 

i) 
voyage of but three or four days by | 
canoe through the straits, and during | 
the summer of 1876 many Simpson | 
Indians visited Wrangel seeking and | 
obtaining employment in the various 
industries fostered by the mines. 
Familiarly known among miners and 
residents as “ Mr. Crosby’s Indians,” | 
their decency and upright conduct 
early attracted my favourable notice. 


_ Tobserved that they habitually ceased 


from work on Sunday, engaged in 
religious worship, and behave gener- 


ally like Christians, Later, through 
| the generosity of Mr. W. K. Lear, 


a large building was temporarily 
provided. I had previously received 
from the American Tract Society in , 
New York a quantity of small hymn 
and prayer books, which were placed 
at their disposal; and under the 
leadership of “ Philip” and another | 
young Fort Simpson Indian, regular 


| Sunday services were continued to 


the end of the season. There was 
rarely a vacant seat in the building, | 
the congregation comprising Stickeen 
and other Indians, miners and citi- 
zens, as well as soldiers and officers 
from the garrison. 
From the time of my arrival at 
Fort Wrangel the Stickeens had 
constantly importuned me to induce 
the “ Bostons” (jargon for the Amer- 
ican people) to provide them such 
Mission and school privileges as 


— 


Lae 


were enjoyed by their neig! bours, 
the Indians at Fort Simpson ; and 
now these recent events awakened 
in them a fresh interest. Fortu- 
nately Mr. Crosby was enabled to 
spend a day at Wrangel early in 


to give definiteness and vitality to 


the project. I joined him in calling 


together the merchants, other citi- 


_ take charge of the Mission. 


October, and by his zeal and energy 
i 
i 
I 


_ zens of the town, and the Indians, 


all of whom exhibited the heartiest | 
approval of the movement. He ap- | 
pealed to the assembly to make an 
immediate expression of its senti- » 
ment in the shape of contributions 
which should form the nucleus of a 
building fund, with the result in a 
few hours of a subscription list 
aggregating $400 gold, more than 
one-third of which, as [ remember, 


was paid on the spot by the Indians 
themselves. Mr. I. C. Dennis, the 
collector ot the port, consented to 
act, and remains the treasurer of 
this fund. 

Mr. Crosby seemed certain that \ 
the Church he represented would | ~ 
prefer not to go outside its national ) 
territory to engage in permanent | 
work, but was confident you would : 
be able to induce some American i 
Church or Missionary Society to send | 
a proper person to Fort, Wrangel to 
I felt j 
authorized to endorse this last asser- 


tion, being fully assured that all 


needed funds for the enterprise 
would be forthcoming from local | 
sources. 

There can exist no doubt of the 
good to follow. The all-important 
object is to secure at once the ser- 


_vices of some practical man who 


‘ will go among these Indians to stay 


as Mr. Crosby does at Simpson. 
“Philip” remained at Fort Wrangel 
when I left there in November. Dur- 
ing the four or five weeks immedi- 
ately preceding he had conducted a 
day-school, upon which there were 
in regular attendance about sixty 
Indian pupils. The broken accents 


_ and uncouth surroundings, and not 


the lack of inclination or aptness in 


_ studies, drew the attention of visitors 


and distinguished this from the aver- 
age common school of Eastern rural 
districts. 

I have the honour to remain, 
General, respectfully your obedient 
servant, 

S. P. JOCELYN, 
Captain 21st U.S. Infantry. 
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Philip McKay, of Fort Simpson, 
B. C., whose Indian name was 


“Clah,” died at Wrangle, Alaska 
Territory, on the 27th December, 


1877, aged about thirty years. When 


the preaching of God’s word was 
begun among the Tsimpsheans by | 


a few Indians who had been con- 
verted in Victoria, Philip was one 
of the first to come out from heathen 
prejudice and superstition on the 
side of Christ, and was baptized by 


the Rev. Wm. Pollard, on his first 
visit to Fort Simpson, four years 
ago. He availed himself faithfully 
of the advantages of school, and 
showed a deep interest in the study 
of the Bible. In the summer of 
1876 he, with a number of young 
men, went to Wrangel in search of 
work. Here they regularly held 
religious services which were largely 
attended by the Stickeen Indians 
living at this place, many of whom 
heard the Gospel gladly. When 
their summer’s work was over these 
men felt that the good seed thus 
planted must not be left to perish, 
and Philip, with one other young 
man, remained to continue the 
work. Philip seemed to feel the 
needs of the poor Stickeens his 
special care, and from this time 
until his death, with the exception 
of about three months spent at Fort 


Simpson, he was constantly en- | 


gaged jn, labourigg among jbem. 
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He had many difficulties to meet, 
but by his good sense and consist- 
ent life he commanded the respect 
of both indifferent or opposing 
white men and the jealous heathen, 
while he gained the love and esteem 
of those whose hearts were opened 
to the truth which he was earnestly 
striving to teach. He showed great 
firmness and Christian courage in 


endeavouring to suppress the social | 


evils of the people, especially the 


manufacture of liquor, which the | 
Indians of Alaska, in spite of law, | 
| carry on to their own great injury. | 
He began, and successfully carried | 
on, a school for the Stickeens, and | 


when the Presbyterian church of | 
the U. S. having undertaken to care | 


for these people, sent a lady to take | 


charge of the work until the appoint- 


ment of a minister, Philip was re- | 


tained as her assistant. 


A year ago last fall he was attacked | 


with consumption, but recovered. 
Last September the disease re- 
turned, and he sank rapidly. 
relatives, upon hearing this, has- 
tened to him, and wished to bring 
him home at once, but he replied 
that he would not leave his work 
until he died. His last days were 
spent in affectionately urging all 
about him to live for Christ and for 


- heaven, while he assured them that 


he rejoiced in the hope of soon 
meeting his Saviour. A few 
moments before he died he sang the 
hymn, “ I’m going home to die no 
more,” and commended himself to 
God in prayer. s 
Though so short, Philip’s Chris- 
tian life was notin vain. ‘Two years 
ago the Stickeens were plunged in 
heathen cruelties and vice, now a 
day-school is established in their 
midst, and every Sabbath a congre- 
gation of some one hundred and 
fifty assembled to worship God and 
hear His gospel, while some give 


evidence already of walking in its 
‘light, and in effecting this blessed 


ee 


change, our departed brother, Philip, 
has been, by the Divine blessing, 
the chief instrument. 

We had been planning other work 
for Philip when he should be no 
longer required at Wrangle—the 
fields all about us appear white unto 
the harvest, and the labourers are 
few—but the Lord’s ways are not 
our ways ; and while we feel our 
loss, still it is a precious thought 
that another of the poor Tsimp- 
sheans is safe at home witha 
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i] charm, for was an uninitiated p 


k upon it they would immodiatel 
}tbeir senses. If solitade aod low diet di 
ds 
an old Shaman, tak 


@ | not brig power, the young Shaman spe 
night at the grave 


ing a tooth or finger from the 


corpse and 


holding them ia his mouth to me 


ore 


of tho spirits 
| ‘The honor of the Shaman depends upon 
tho number rits he can control. He 
sk songs and dances, for 
djeach, His bair is never to be cu 


at 


has a separate 


From Dall we 


o receive the following 
specimen performance 

‘Oa the day appointed for the exbibition 
of his power his relatives, wh 
fa f singers 


to fast, bat also use a 


Sok the part 
lized not onl 2 a0: 


such superst 
ple are bound b 


ather as an emetio, | those 


hb r; | and soul 
to froo themselve m food The! and t ae them from this, ameliors 
performan nces at sunset and laste | - 
aotilscorise All who wish to participate | '& 80d elevating their condition in this 
awemble in the lodge of the Shaman | life, and presenting to them a glorious 


mbere they join ina song to which time 
is beaten op a dram, Dre 
spheroalis, with a mask 


eternity. through a crucified and risen 
d in bis par-| Savior, is the work of the Board 
ver his face, the Missions 


{Hume 


twelve and one o'clock Christmas morn. || 
ing, I was awakened by bearing persons 
coming up to my house, I arose, and 
from my window saw about sixty of my 
Ibdians standing in a double row in 
front of my house, with their lanterns 
and umbrellas, for it..was raining 
heavily. Just as I looked out they 
commenced singing, “While shepherds 
watched their flocks by night.” They 
|} sung thatand another hymn, and then 
Went quietly away. It seemed to mo 
that-nothiog evor aroused my gratitude 
as thatdid, Idid not know that thero 
was anything more to come. . But 
about. nino (o'clock. in. the morning I 
saw a large procession fling into my 
yard, First. came, the son’ of. one of 
our prominont men, boy about thir 
teen, carrying a Jarge British flag, Per. 
_ haps somo Sabbath-school class of boys 
would bo willing to present our mission 
with on American flag—tho, Stars and 
Stripes. .Next came the Christian 
chief, Towoiatt, ‘Then came all the 
lending men; thon their wives, then 
my school. They walked in single file 
I stood in my door, and as\thoy walked 
past each one shook. hands with me and 
wished mo “A Merry Christmas.” The 
old chief took my hand, and said, “A 
es 
Merry Ohristmas,”’ and “God bless you, 
| dear teacher,” and much to my sur. 
| prise leaned forward and kissed me on 
the check, He had evidently learned 
his specoh for the oecasion, as be does 
not speak English, I wish I could de 
soribe their costumes, Bat as I have 
not time, I will only say that the boy 
who carried the flag was dressed in 
light blue cashmere, covered ovor with 
gilt stars. He had also ona head dross 
made of flowers and stars, ‘'hore were 
about two hundred in tho procession 
Daring the holidays, the natives got 
into many troubles, through the great 
quantities of whisky that haye beon 
made here, It became so bad, that 
Mr. Denise gathered a posse of men, 
last Thursday, and made a raid on 
suspected parties. Eight distilleries 
were found and broken up, There haye 
been eighteen in all destroyed, 
Font Wranoxt, Alaska, Jun. 10, '78. 
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Tal hs 
‘i a WITCHCRAPTS 8 aie 
The last three weeks has bi a time: 
of very great excitement. Some of the 


heathen Indians arrested two ‘women| 


| Loe Jon Cluurw Co 


‘and two little boys. They charged the 
women with being witches, and asserted 
that they had manufactured poison from 

portions of dead bodies taken from 
graves at night, and had administered 
this poison in the food of different per- 
sons causing their death. The women 
were tied up and left three days and 
nights without food or water, during 


which time they were dragged by the, 


hair of the head over the beach, cutting 
and bruising their bodies in a fearful 
manner. They were thrown into the 
bay and kept in the water until almost 
drowned. They. were taken out at night, 
stripped of their clothing and compelled 


to lie on prickly ash, and many other| / 
LC. 
terrible things they suffered. One of 41 Ze 


these women, about 45 years of ‘age, 


had attended my school. When I heard ! 


of what was going on, I went up to see 
|them, At first they refused me en- 
trance to the room where the women 
were confined. I insisted on entering, 
telling the leading man that { must see 
and tulk with the women, and that he 
could be present if he wished. He then 
got five of his men and went in with me. 


}| Some of my people who had followed 
{me up begged of me not to goin. But 


I had no fear of them. When we 
| entered they locked the door on the in- 
side. Oh what a sight was that to see 
in our own Christian land. There sat 


my pupil on a pile of straw; almost Crit nnn tee 


naked, and so emaciated that I would 
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